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The C omicattH iftorteef 

If you deny it, let the danger light 
V pon your Charter, and your Cities freedom?, 

Ycu’l aske me why T rather chufe to have 
A weight of Carrion fle fh,then to receive 
Three thoufand Ducats : lie not anfwer that, 

But fay it is my humour, is it anfwercd ? 

W hat if my houfe be troubled with a Rat, 

And 1 be pleafd to give ten thoufand Ducats 
To have it baind ? what, are yon anfwerd yet 
Some men there are love not a gaping Pig : 

Some that are mad if they behold a Cat ; 

And others when the Bagpipe lings ith hole. 

Cannot contain their Vrineforsff -<ftion. 

Mafters of paflion f wayes it to the mood 
Of what it likes ot loathes, now for your anftver i - 
As there ifno firme rcafon to be rdndrod 
W hy he cannot abide a gaping pig ' 

Why heaharmekiTenecefTaryCat : 

W hy he a woollen bagpipe .• but of force. 

Muftyeeld to fuch inevitable friame, 

As to offend himfejfe being toffended: 

So can I give no reafon,nqr I will not, . 

More then a lodg’d hate, and a certain loathing 
1 bcare Anthonie, that I follow thus 
ii loofing futeagainft him : are you aEfwercd ? 

Btrjf. This is nb anfwer thou unfeeling man. 

To excufe the currant of thy cruelty. 

Jew. I am not bound to pleafe thee with my anfwersi 
'Baff. Do all men kill the things they do not love? 
lew. Hates any man the thing he would not kill? 
r Baf[. Every cff.nce is not a hrte at firft ? 
j'ew.W hat would!} thou have a Serpent fling thee twice ? 
Anth. I pray you think you qutftion with the Iew t 
You may as well goftand upon the Beach, 

And bid the main e.fl ood bate bis ufuall height, 

You may as well life qikftton with the W oulfe, ' 

Why he hath made tht Ewe bleat for the Lambe : 

You may as well forbid the mountaine of Pines 
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■To 


the Merchant ef V cnice, 

hieh tops^ai id to make no noife, 

To -S re ircuen with the gufts ct heaven : 
v ^ Cll flv aswelVdoany thing moft hard • 

YC r l b/rnfof ten that then which what’s harder s 

^ S . f X heart ? therefore I dobcfeech you 
5S“r " ftrs,ufe no farther meanes, 

Butwith all brief e and plaine conveniency 
t , me have Judgement, and the lew hiswilL 

For thy three thoufand Ducats here is fix. 
lw If every Ducat infix thoufand Ducats 
We^e in fix partssand every part a Ducat, 

I wr uM not draw them, Pwqujd have my Bond* 

Duke How (halt thv-u hope for mercy rendnng none? 
jew What judgement fhall I dread doing no wrong ? 
You have among y m WWW P^M flavc. 

Which like y our Afles,and yqur D«gs and Mules, 

You ufe in abjedf and inflavhfh parts, ^ 

Becaufe youbought the m,fhall l lay to you. 

Let them be tree, marry them to your heircs ? 

Why fweat they under.burthens?let their beds 
Be made as foft as yours, and let their pallats 
Be feafon’d with fuch viands.-you will anfwer, 

The {laves are ours.fo do I anfwer you : 

The pound of flefh which I demaund of him 
Is deerely bought.as mine^nd I willhave it r 
If you deny me.fie upon yqur Law, 

There is no force in the Decrees of Venice t 
I ftand for jut gement, anfwer (hall I have it? 

Duk. Upon my power I may difmiflc this Court, 
Unleffe Betlane a learned-Do&of, 

Whom I have fent for to determine this, , 

Come here to day ? 

Sal. My Lord, here ft ayes without 
A meflenger with letters from the Doftor, 

New come from ‘Padua. - • 

‘Duke. Bring us the Letters. Call the Mefleng’er. 

Bajf. Good cheere Anthonie : what man ,ccurage yet i 
Tht Jew fhall have my fkfbsbiood, bones and all, 
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